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All online Consortium Meetings- A new normal  
Following the COVID19 restrictions and imposed travel bans by various 
countries, all consrotium meetings for partners has to migrate and become  
2 day online meetings in May 2020 and March 2021. Despite the “grid” look 
and lacking physical presence,  the determination  on finishing up cycle 2 and 
cycle 3 (the  simulation (SD) phase) was unshaken, hence “get done as much 
as  possible”within restrictions  was the key theme. Previous meetings had 
breaks for lunch of pizza,salad etc., the new normal was more of breaks for 
coffee and lunch at home while turning off the screens and cameras!  
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ERTRAC, EGVIA and the European Commission held  the 4th European-wide 
conference dedicated to the presentation of results from road transport 
research in H2020 funded projects -  H2020RTR Conference in 30 November 
& 1 December 2020 . SIMUSAFE presentation, led by Marteyn van Gasteren, 
was in a joint session with MeBeSafe, i-Dreams, and SAFEMODE.

Presentation at H2020RTR Conference
Final conference of SIMUSAFE 
was held  on 7th of May 2021. A 
comprehensive line up of  subjects 
and the speakers shed light on to 
the complexity of the project and 
the relative knowledge produced 
as a result of the various cycles of 
the project and its data collection 
methods. The traffic simulation and 
risk perception of pedestrians hence  
neuroergonomics,neurometrics 
in automotive domain were some 
of the topics covered. The full 
recordings and the program can be 
found in this link http://www.aipss.
it/simusafeconference.html

In other exciting news, two of 
SIMUSAFE partners have recently 
formalised an agreement to 
continue working together on 
future projects! You can read about 
the MOU as well as an interview 
between EFA and the Research Unit 
of Traffic Psychology’s Dr. Federica 
Biassoni at UCSC in EFA’s latest 
newsletter:https://www.efa-eu.
com/efa-newsletter-february-2021/
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Final face to face training workshop 
before the pandemic takes over!

SIMUSAFE partners were able to meet for one 
last  time in February 2020 for the biometric 
data collection workshop hosted by the UCSC– 
Università Cattolica del Sacro Cuore, Milano. For 
cycle 3, the TAP-Vienna tests and biometric kits 
developed by TMSI were tested and demonstrated 
to the partners, which were to be utilised in 
simulation (SD) studies. However at the time, no 
one was expecting such a pandemic to take over 
the world hence as soon as partners left Milano, 
the region of Lombardy was put under restrictions 
and slowly rest of the EU followed suit. All 
consortium meetings and any training regarding 
the project were migrated to online meetings. 

The Workshop on Machine Learning in Smart Mobility 
(MLSM), is co-located with the 21st International 
Conference on Intelligent Data Engineering and Automated 
Learning — IDEAL 2020, took place in Guimarães, Portugal, 
on November 4-6.

The workshop’s technical program included a session 
hosted by the H2020 SIMUSAFE project, “New Training 
Modules to Increase Usage of ‘Soft’ Modes of Transport”.  
The panel was composed of four invited speakers — Achille 
Fonzone (Edinburgh Napier University), Giulio Piccinini 
(Chalmers University of Technology), Manuel Picardi 
(European Driving Schools Association) and Stéphane 
Espié (IFSTTAR).

Online Workshops & 
Meetings 
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Several SIMUSAFE partners, led by the team at ITCL, 
held a workshop: “Simulators applied to road safety for 
behavioural analysis and training” regarding Simulator 
Use in Road Safety. The workshop had 83 attendees, from 
17 different countries and 3 different continents. 86.75 
%from research institutions, 60 % from industry and 9.65 
%from administrations/associations.

Moreover, Manuel Picardi, (European Driving Schools 
Association) will also be giving a speech at PIARC Workshop 
“Autonomous Vehicles, Social and Ethical Acceptance – 
Present and Future Scenarios”, on training and AV in late 
May 2021. 



SIMUSAFE published 
papers and partners 
make an extra effort 
in collaborations for 
usage of datasets, 
and benefiting further 
research
We are pleased to present two 
papers from MDH and BrainSigns 
that were accepted for publication. 
Both used research undertaken for 
the SIMUSAFE project. 
As a dissemination SIMUSAFE 
partners have also agreed on 
providing data for public use by 
uploading datasets to Zenodo.

Ahmed,Mobyen Uddin; Begum,Shahin (2020)

Convolutional Neural Network for
Driving Maneuver Identification

Based on Inertial Measurement Unit
(IMU) and Global Positioning System (GPS)

Di Flumeri, G., Aricò, P., Borghini, G., Sciaraffa, N., Di Florio, A., & 
Babiloni, F. (2019)

The Dry Revolution: Evaluation of Three Different
EEG Dry Electrode Types in Terms of Signal Spectral
Features, Mental States Classification and Usability 
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As an effort to make the call for 
participation and invite volunteers for the 
Cycle 3 testing, ITCL was featured on the 
spanish local news station; cyltv.es. 
Operating in the Burgos region, the 
channel stopped by ITCL to talk with our 
partners, ITCL and Prometeo. They wanted 
to learn more about the SIMUSAFE 
project in general and the Prometeo’s 
Cycle 3 work on Cannabis specifically.  
Link to the footage: https://twitter.com/
cyltv/status/1359961846795665415 
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As the rest of the world ground to 
a halt,  SIMUSAFE also  had a tricky 
2020.  The third research cycle was 
due to take place from December 
2019 till May 2020. The set of 
Simulated Driving (SD) tests were 
to be performed to improve the 
analytic tools for the production of 
meaningful data for intervention 
planning regarding risk intervention, 
particularly under different Altered 
Driving Consciousness (ADC). 
However COVID19 and the relative 
lockdown restrictions posed a big 
challenge, where each partner 
faced various local challenges to 
overcome and collect data for the 
final stage.  Most activities had to 
resume online, hence succesful 
workshops were carried out, 
collaborations were established and 
as soon as restricitons eased, most 
partners utilised the extra 6 months 
granted by the EU commission until 
the end of May 2021 to pursue what 
they had set out for. As soon as the 
lockdown rules eased partners put in 
a tremendous effort to  open  their 
laboratories, generate extra safety 
mesures and protocols for COVID and 
collect data for cycle 3 of the project. 

Summary Post-COVID19 and mitigating research challenges
All partners  have had to manage and pull through the COVID restrictions 
and various lockdown measures imposed. Coventry University UK, after 
remaining 4 months in lockdown from December 2020 onwards, started 
collecting data on the PTW & bicycle set-up hence opened its doors 
as a first in their university for research. Prometeo in Spain was also 
actively collecting data from cannabis users and driver behaviour. Until 
the very end date of the project, every opportunity to get volunteers to 
participate was utilised respecting the safety and distancing regulations.




